AHP Style Guide for Equine Publications

A

“A” License USTA

“A"” Tracks, “B"” Tracks USTA

A, AA, AAA, AAAT, B

AAEP, American Association of Equine Practitioners

A-B-C racing USTA

AjPHA, American Junior Paint Horse Association

ACE - acetylpromazine

ACHA - American Cutting Horse Association

AFA - American Farriers Association

AHSA - American Horse Shows Association

Al - artificial insemination

ANHA - American Novice Horse Association, Cowboy Publishing Group

APHA, American Paint Horse Association

APHA Champion

APHA Youth Champion Award

APHA Superior All-Around-Horse Award

APHA Superior Event Horse Award

APHA Supreme Champion Award

APHA World Championship Show

ApHC, Appaloosa Horse Club

AQHA, American Quarter Horse Association

ASHA, American Saddlebred Horse Association

ATPC, American Team Penning Association

a half-mile track

a five-eighths-mile track

a three-quarter-mile track

Academy - Upper case when in a proper name (The Academy of Arts and Sciences). Lower
case on a second reference (the academy had a meeting). Avoid second references such as
“The Cleveland academy.”

accommodate

account wagering Betting by phone, in which a bettor must open an account with a track or
off-track agency. A euphemism for phone betting. Such systems should be identified as
telephone-account wagering in the first reference.

accoutrements

acknowledgment

acre - use numbers, 4-acre pasture

acey-deucy Uneven stirrups, popularized by Racing Hall of Fame jockey Eddie Arcaro, who
rode with his left (inside) iron lower than his right to achieve better balance on turns.
Acronyms Letters that take the place of words or phrases that are pronounced as words. For
instance, NYRA is an acceptable second reference for the New York Racing Association. See
abbreviations.

across the board A bet on a horse to win, place, and show. If the horse wins, the player
collects three ways; if second, two ways (place and show); and if third, one way (show).
action (n.) 1) A horse’s manner of moving. 2) A term meaning wagering. The horse took a lot
of action.

acupressure Utilizing stimulation on acupuncture points to treat an animal.

acupuncture A centuries-old therapy for treating an animal or human through the use of
needles, electrical current, or moxibustion (heat and herbs) to stimulate or realign the body’s
electrical fields.

added money (n.) Money added to the purse of a race by the racing association, a breeding
fund, or other source. The association’s money is added to the amount paid by owners in
nomination, eligibility, entry, and starting fees. The purse of the Lane’s End Breeders’ Futurity



(G2) is $400,000 added. Added-money stakes became less common in the 1990s as more
tracks went to guaranteed purses.

added-money (adj.) The Cigar Mile Handicap (G1) is an added-money event.

added weight A horse carrying more weight than the conditions of the race require, usually
because the jockey exceeds the assigned weight. See overweight.

Adequan Brand name for polysulfated glycosaminoglycan, used in the treatment of certain
arthritic conditions.

Addresses - Use varies by publication. Some abbreviate street names and others do not.. SEE
STATES.

adviser Not advisor.

aficionado

affect versus effect Effect as a noun means result. Effect as a verb means to bring about or
accomplish. Affect means to influence. In practical use, effect is most often a noun, and affect
is almost always used as a verb.

afterward (no s)

age All Thoroughbreds born in the Northern Hemisphere celebrate their birthday on January 1.
For the Southern Hemisphere, the birthdays are as follows: South America, July 1; South
Africa, Australia, and New Zealand, August 1. Hyphenation of ages in text dependa upon the
use. He is two years old. He is a two-year-old. The two-yearold filly was purchased for
$35,000.

agent A person empowered to transact business for a stable owner or jockey, or empowered
to sell or buy horses for an owner or breeder. The phrase jockey’s agent is preferred over
jockey agent or jock’s agent.

aide/aid — An aide is a person who helps, but you can come to someone’s aid.

aisleway

aired Not running at best speed in a race; won particularly easily by open lengths.

airtight

aka Abbreviation for also known as; no periods, no spaces.

Ak-Sar-Ben Use historical spelling and punctuation for former racetrack in Omaha, Nebraska.
See Appendix A for correct names for racetracks.

a la carte

all-age race A race for two-year-olds and up.

all-around Capitalized only when part of a name of an award.

alleyway

allowances Reductions in weights to be carried, with the adjustments based on the conditions
of the race or because an apprentice jockey is on a horse. Also, a weight reduction that female
horses are entitled to when racing against males, or that three-year-olds receive against older
horses.

all out (adv.) When a horse extends itself to the utmost. all-out (adj.) The horse scored an
all-out victory.

all right (adv.) Never alright. Hyphenated only if used colloquially as a compound modifier. He
is an all-right guy.

all time (n.) Skip Away is the leading North American earner of all time. all-time (adj.) The
all-time leading earner.

Alongside

although - though can be substituted, but although should be used when starting a sentence;
however, no comma following although. Cowboy Publishing Group

also-eligible (n.) A horse officially entered for a race, but not permitted to start unless the
field is reduced by scratches below a specified number. Always hyphenated.

also-ran (n.) A horse that does not finish first, second, or third.

a.m. Lowercase with periods. See p.m.

American Championship Harness Series USTA

American Championship Racing Series Defunct series of races held from 1991 to "93.
Conceived by Barry Weisbord, the ACRS consisted of a series of races for older horses run at a
number of tracks around the country. A bonus system based on total number of points earned
in each race based on finish position was paid to encourage participation and keep horses in
the events that were familiar to racing fans. All the races were televised on either the ABC
network or its sister cable network ESPN.



American Horse Council A national association of individuals, organizations, and companies
formed as a lobbying group to represent all breeds of the horse industry. Based in
Washington, D.C., the AHC works on tax regulations, import and export rules, disease
prevention and control, trails and recreation enhancement, and humane concerns. Begun in
1969, AHC was formed as an advocate of the entire American horse industry, though started
principally by Thoroughbred interests concerned about legislation that was being discussed in
Congress that would have negatively affected racing and breeding.

American-National USTA

American Paint Horse Association Headquarters in Fort Worth, Texas. Website is

www.apha.com.
American Quarter Horse Association Headquarters in Amarillo, Texas. Website is

www.agha.com.

American Youth Horse Council (AYHC) Website is www.ayhc.com

American Stud Book Official book of foal registrations maintained by the Jockey Club.

amid

Amishman

among

ampersands Used only in abbreviations and firm names. Dow Jones & Co. It is not a catchall
substitute for the word “and.” and/or This phrase is frequently misused because in most cases
the meaning actually is one or the other. In a few cases, however, the sentence actually
means either of two possibilities or both of them. In those cases, however, a more elegant
construction than and/or is available. Under the state guidelines, the penalty for a clenbuterol
positive was a $1,000 fine, a 30-day suspension, or both.

anesthesia

angular limb deformity A limb that does not have correct conformation because of
developmental problems in the angles of the joints.

anhydrosis Inability to sweat in response to work output or increases in body temperature. A
horse with this condition is also known as a non-sweater. Most are athletic horses, though
frequently the condition appears in pastured horses not being ridden. Most commonly occurs
when both the temperature and humidity are high. Horses raised in temperate regions and
then transported to hot climates are most prone to develop the condition, but even acclimated
horses can be at risk. Clinical signs include inability to sweat, increased respiratory rate,
elevated body temperature, and decreased exercise tolerance. The condition sometimes can
be reversed if the horse is moved to a more temperate climate.

anterior Toward the front.

anterior enteritis Acute inflammation of the small intestine producing signs of abdominal
distress, such as colic and diarrhea.

anthelmintic

anti-inflammatory

antivenin

anxious The root of anxious is anxiety, and proper use of the word usually should be limited to
situations involving anxiety. In many cases, the proper word choice is eager. For instance, The
actor was anxious for the show to begin, but the audience was eager to see the opening
scene. The nervous filly was anxious behind the starting gate, but the champion was eager to
go to the lead on the backstretch.

any more

apical (fracture) See sesamoid bones.

apostrophes Indicates the possessive cases of nouns, omission of figures, and contractions.
I've, isn’t. Avoid the use of contractions in copy. Omission of figures—'90, '90s, class of '72.
The apostrophe use or lack thereof should follow the official name of group, institution,
locality. Prince of Wales’s Stakes, Ocala Breeders’ Sales Co., California Thoroughbred Breeders
Association, Florida Thoroughbred Breeders’ and Owners’ Association. See abbreviations
(Days, years), contractions, dates, plurals, possessives, years.

Appaloosa

apprentice jockey Rider at the beginning of his career who has not ridden a certain number of
winners within a specified period of time. Also known as a bug rider, from the asterisk used in
racing programs and past performances to denote the weight allowance such riders receive.
apprentice allowance Weight concession given to an apprentice rider—usually ten pounds until
the fifth winner, seven pounds until the 35th winner, and five pounds for one calendar year



from the 35th winner. More rarely, a three-pound allowance is allowed to a rider under
contract to a specific stable or owner for two years from his or her first win. This rule varies
from state to state. Apprentices do not receive an allowance when riding in a stakes race. All
jockeys going from track to track must have a receipt from the clerk of scales from their track
verifying the jockey’s most recent total number of wins. Also known as a bug, from the
asterisk used in racing programs and past performances to denote the weight allowance.
apron The (usually) paved area between the grandstand and the racing surface.

Arabian Breed of horse is capitalized. Appaloosas, Quarter Horse, Morgan, Thoroughbred,
Standardbred. See breeds.

Arabic numerals See numbers.

Arizona Symposium on Racing

arthritis Inflammation of a joint. An increase in the amount of synovial fluid in the joint is a
result of this inflammation. Accumulation of synovial fluid in the fetlock joint is called a wind
puff or wind gall. In young horses, a swelling in the fetlock joint, particularly on the front of
the joint where the cannon and long pastern bones meet, is called a green osselet. This
swelling is a result of inflammation and reactive changes of the front edges of these two bones
and adjacent cartilage. If the green osselet does not heal, a chronic osselet might develop with
a permanent buildup of synovial fluid in the joint and inflammation and thickening of the joint
capsule over the damaged area with secondary bone changes following the initial
inflammation.

arthroscope A tiny tube containing a lens that is used for viewing areas inside a joint. Usually
attached to a small video camera.

arthroscopic surgery Utilizing an arthroscope to perform surgery, eliminating the need to open
the joint with a large incision to view the damaged area. signs include inability to sweat,
increased respiratory rate, elevated body temperature, and decreased exercise tolerance. The
condition sometimes can be reversed if the horse is moved to a more temperate climate.

Art Rooney Memorial USTA

articles The word the does not have to precede the names of organizations. Inclusion of the
will depend on use. If the sentence structure requires the word the, insert it. If it reads fine
without it, leave it out. The HBPA board of directors met today. NYRA executives met recently.
See acronyms, abbreviations.

article titles - Quotes, no italitcs

articles, omission of Frequently, writers will omit the article the from the beginning of a lead
sentence. Reason for his dismissal was flagrant absenteeism. This is case of old-time
journalese and is best avoided. If the word “the” at the beginning of a story is undesirable—
and it often is—the best tactic is to rewrite the sentence.

articular cartilage Cartilage that covers the ends of bones where they meet in a joint.

artificial breeding Includes artificial insemination or embryo transfer (transplants). Not
approved by the Jockey Club.

artwork

arytenoid cartilages Triangular cartilages in the upper part of the entrance to the larynx.
Movements of the arytenoid cartilages control the diameter of the laryngeal opening.
Association of Racing Commissioners International (RCI) Formerly the National Association of
State Racing Commissioners (NASRC) before name change. Office based in Lexington. Use RCI
on second reference.

Ascarids
aside - aside from, not just aside Cowboy Publishing Group
ass

association - Capitalize as a formal name, but lower case on second reference. Correct
abbreviation is assn. On first reference, spell out association with acronym in parentheses.
Second reference can be just acronym.

asterisk Used with names of horses to denote they were imported to the United States.
Practice preceded the use of country codes starting on January 1, 1977. An asterisk is also
often used to denote an apprentice jockey is riding.

ataxia Loss or failure of muscular coordination.

at the three-quarters

at the five-eighths

at stud



at present - means now. “Presently” means in a little while or shortly. “At present” generally
the preferred usage. Cowboy Publishing Group

Atlantic City Race Course USTA

Atlantic Sires Stakes USTA

atrophy To waste away; usually used in describing muscles.

attorney, lawyer The words are not interchangeable. A lawyer is a person who has earned a
law degree and is practicing law. He or she becomes an attorney when representing someone.
Two proper uses—A tax lawyer, John Jones specialized in cases involving the Tax Reform Act
of 1986. Dean Sarvis's attorney said he had appealed the Indiana suspension.

attribution A person being quoted directly must be identified by name as early as possible,
usually in a sentence preceding the quote or at the end of the first sentence of the quote. “The
horse will race tomorrow,” Smith said. Not, “"The horse will race tomorrow. Next month we will
think of some other race,” he said. Not, “The horse will race tomorrow. Next month we will
think of some other race,” Smith said. Additionally, any time another person is quoted, the
new person must be identified by name within the next quote. Do not make the reader guess
who is talking.

audiovisual

Australian races In racecourse designations, the abbreviated name of the racing association is
denoted without periods. VRC Derby, AJC Derby.

autopsy - for a person; a horse has a necropsy USTA

auxiliary starting gate A second starting gate used when the number of horses in a race
exceeds the capacity of the main starting gate.

average earnings are USTA

average earnings index (AEI) A breeding statistic that compares racing earnings of a stallion
or mare’s foals to those of all other foals racing at that time. An AEI of 1.00 is considered
average, 2.00 is twice the average, 0.50 half the average, etc.

avermectin

awhile, a while Word “for” is implicit in awhile. He plans to stay awhile. He plans to stay for a
while.

AXCIS Information Network Inc. USTA

B

BBA, British Bloodstock Agency

BHB, British Horseracing Board

baby race A race for two-year-olds. Use should be limited to direct quotes. back at the knee A
leg that looks as though it has a backward arc, with its apex at —-B- baby raceA race for two-
year-olds. Use should be limited to direct quotes.

baby-sit

back at the knee A leg that looks as though it has a backward arc, with its apex at the knee
when viewed from the side.

back seat

backstretch 1) Straight portion of the far side of the racing surface between the turns. 2)
Generally, a racetrack’s stable area, which often contains dormitories, a track kitchen, chapel,
and recreation area for stable employees. It gained its name because most stable areas are
located along the racetrack’s backstretch. The area also is known colloquially as backside, but
that use should be limited to direct quotations. To avoid confusion, stable area is the preferred
term. See also racetrack slang.

Backward Not backwards. back yard (n.) back-yard (adj.)

Bacteria A plural noun and requires a plural verb. The singular is bacterium. bad doer A horse
with a poor appetite, a condition that may be due to nervousness or other causes.

bald face

baliclub, ballpark, ballplayer, ballroom

banamine

bandana

Band-Aid Trademarked name for an adhesive bandage.

Bandage Bandages used on a horse’s legs are three to six inches wide and are made of a
variety of materials. In a race, they are used for support or protection against injury. Rundown
bandages are used during a race and usually have a pad under the fetlock to avoid injury due



to abrasion when the fetlocks sink toward the ground during the weight-bearing portion of the
canter. A horse may also wear standing bandages, thick cotton wraps used during shipping
and while in the stall to prevent swelling, injury, or both.

bankroll

barbecue (not bar-b-que)

barbed-wire

barn name

barn sour

barnyard

barren Used to describe a mare that was bred and did not conceive during the last breeding
season.

Barrier A starting device used in steeplechasing consisting of an elastic band stretched across
the racetrack; the elastic cords spring back when released. Also known as a tape.

barrel divisions —= 1D not 1-D Cowboy Publishing Group

barrel racer

barrel times - no colon in front of time; not :14.58

bar shoe A horseshoe closed at the back to help support the frog and heel of the hoof. It is
often worn by horses with quarter cracks or bruised feet.

base The portion of the track that lies under the thick, top layer (see cushion). The base
provides support and drainage.

basilar (fracture) See sesamoid bones.

bat A jockey’s whip.

battery A term for an illegal electrical device used by a jockey to stimulate a horse by
electrical shock during a race. Also known as a machine or joint.

Battle of Saratoga UST7A

bay A horse color that varies from a yellow-tan to a bright auburn. The mane, tail, and lower
portion of the legs are always black, except where white markings are present.

bearing in (or out) Deviating from a straight course. May be due to weariness, infirmity,
inexperience, or the rider overusing the whip or reins to make a horse alter its course.

bedroll

bell Signal sounded when the starter opens the gates or, at some tracks, to mark the close of
betting.

bell boots

bellwether A leader or trendsetter. In its original meaning, a bellwether is a sheep, usually
wearing a bell, that led the flock. It has nothing to do with good weather.

bellyband

Bereiter - Dressage Today, (rider)

Bereiteranwartev - Dressage Today, (student rider)

Berry’s Creek Pace Hoof Beats

between and among In general, between designates a relationship between two entities, and
among describes the relationship of three or more entities. For instance, The agreement
between Churchill Downs and the Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective Association set aside
a percentage of simulcast wagering for purses. Or, An agreement among the nation’s
racetracks established a set rate for simulcasting signals. This is in accord with the AP
Stylebook. However, one of the 20th century’s pre-eminent arbiters of style, the late Theodore
Bernstein, maintained that between could be used for more than two entities if a strong
relationship exists. For instance, Bernstein would defend the sentence: The new contract
between Hollywood Park, Santa Anita Park, and the tracks’ suppliers was signed on July
15.While it is not incorrect among the nation’s racetracks established a set rate for
simulcasting signals. This is in accord with the AP Stylebook. However, one of the 20th
century’s pre-eminent arbiters of style, the late Theodore Bernstein, maintained that between
could be used for more than two entities if a strong relationship exists. For instance, Bernstein
would defend the sentence: The new contract between Hollywood Park, Santa Anita Park, and
the tracks’ suppliers was signed on July 15.While it is not incorrect to use between in this or a
similar to the relationship of two entities.

Beyer number A handicapping tool, popularized by author Andrew Beyer, assigning a
numerical value (speed figure) to each race run by a horse based on final time and track
condition. This enables different horses running at different racetracks to be objectively
compared. Because the Beyer number is a handicapping tool, we do not refer to Beyer figures



in race reports. If the race was worthy of a high Beyer number, then the circumstances of the
race will clearly reveal why the race was noteBeyer number A handicapping tool, popularized
by author Andrew Beyer, assigning a numerical value (speed figure) to each race run by a
horse based on final time and track condition. This enables different horses running at
different racetracks to be objectively compared. Because the Beyer humber is a handicapping
tool, we do not refer to Beyer figures in race reports. If the race was worthy of a high Beyer
number, then the circumstances of the race will clearly reveal why the race was noteworthy.
bid in The act of buying back a horse that does not meet the reserve at public auction. See
buy-back, reserve not attained, RNA.

bid spotter Two words.

Big Red Refers to either of two famous chestnut-colored horses: Man o’ War or Secretariat.
billions, millions Hyphenated when word replaces Arabic numbers. 7,000,000,000 becomes 7-
billion. Do not go beyond two decimals. 1.35-billion people. Billion in Britain is the equivalent
of a trillion in the United States. See numbers.

Bill Daly (on the) Taking a horse to the front at the start of a race and remaining there to the
finish. Term stems from “Father Bill” Daly, a famous old-time horseman who developed many
great jockeys.

Billy Haughton “Good Guy” Award USTA

bio-tech

bimonthly/semimonthly — Bimonthly means occurring every two months. Semimonthly means
twice a month. Also applies to biweekly, semiweekly, biennially, semiannually.

Birthdays All Thoroughbreds born in the Northern Hemisphere celebrate their birthday on
January 1. For the Southern Hemisphere, the birthdays are as follows: South America, July 1;
South Africa, Australia, and New Zealand, August 1.

bit A stainless steel, rubber, or aluminum bar attached to the bridle; it is placed in the bar, the
space between front and back teeth in the horse’s mouth and is one of the means by which a
jockey exerts guidance and control. The most common racing bit is the D-bit, named because
the rings extending from the bar are shaped like the letter D. Most racing bits are snaffled
(snaffle bit), which means the metal bar is made up of two pieces, connected in the middle,
which leaves it free to swivel. Other bits may be used to correct specific problems, such as
bearing in or out.

bitmaker

bitmaking

black A horse color that includes the muzzle, flanks, mane, tail, and legs, unless white
markings are present.

Black-Eyed Susan The name of the stakes race at Pimlico Race Course.

black-eyed Susan The name of the flower.

Blacksmith A horseshoer who also works with metals. A farrier works with horses’ feet. Not
interchangeable with farrier. Some blacksmiths might be farriers, but farriers are not
blacksmiths.

black type Boldface type, used in sales catalogs and stakes shells, to distinguish horses that
have won or placed in a stakes race. Sales companies today have eliminated the use of black
type for stakes below a certain monetary level—$15,000 in 1985; $20,000 from 1986-'89;
$25,000 beginning in 1990; and $30,000 beginning in 2002. If a horse’s name appears in
boldface capital letters in a catalog or stakes shell, the horse has won at least one black-type
event. If the name appears in boldface type with capital and lower-case letters, the horse was
second or third in at least one black-type event. Black type was awarded to fourth-place
finishers in graded races before January 1, 1990. THOROUGHBRED TIMES in its stakes shells
uses black type for any added-money winner regardless of size of purse and does not follow
catalog standards.

black-box testing USTA

black type (n.) He earned black type for the first time with his victory in the Stymie Handicap.
black-type (adj.) He was a black-type performer.

black type committee on pedigrees USTA

black type standards USTA

bleeder A horse that bleeds within its lungs when small capillaries that surround the lungs’ air
sacs (alveoli) rupture. The veterinary term is exercise-induced pulmonary hemorrhage. Blood
may be seen coming out of the horse’s nostrils, known as epistaxis, although it is typically
discovered by an examination using a fiber optic endoscope examination after exercise or



racing. Hot, humid weather and cold conditions are known to exacerbate the problem. The
most common preventative treatment currently available is the use of the diuretic furosemide
(Salix). Less than one bleeder in 20 shows signs of epistaxis.
blind switch A circumstance in which a rider’s actions cause him to be impeded during a race
when moving into a space in which he finds himself blocked.
blinkers A cup-shaped device to limit a horse’s vision and thus prevent it from swerving from
objects or other horses on either side while racing. Blinker cups come in a variety of sizes and
shapes to allow as little or as much vision as the trainer feels is necessary and may be
attached to a hood or bridle.
blister Counterirritant causing acute inflammation used to increase blood supply and blood
flow and to promote healing in the leg.
Bloodline
blood horse
bloodstock Horses of Thoroughbred breeding, especially such horses used for or considered in
relation to racing.
bloodstock agent A person who advises or represents a buyer or seller of Thoroughbreds at a
public auction or a private sale. A bloodstock agent usually works on commission, often 5% of
the purchase or sale price, and can also prepare a horse for sale.
blood type (n.) blood-type (adj. and v.) Blood-type and blood-typing.
blood-typing A way to verify a horse’s parentage. Blood-typing is usually completed within the
first year of a horse’s life and is necessary before registration papers will be issued by the
Jockey Club. Thoroughbred Times
USTA Blood Typing Department US7A
blowout (n.) A short, timed workout, usually a day or two before a race, designed to sharpen
a horse’s speed. Usually three-eighths or one-half of a mile in distance.
blow out (v.) He will blow out a quarter-mile before the race. blue roan
Bluegrass (USTA races)

Bluegrass-Meadow Lands Farm 2-year-old colt pace

Bluegrass-Cane Run Farm 2-year-old filly pace

Bluegrass-Walnut Hall Cup 2-year-old colt trot

Bluegrass-Johnston Memorial 2-year-old filly trot

Bluegrass-Walnut Hall Farm 3-year-old colt pace

Bluegrass-Cuddy Farms 3-year-old filly pace

Bluegrass-Transylvania 3-year-old colt trot

Bluegrass-Dunroven Stud 3-year-old filly trot
Bluegrass Capitalize when describing the Central Kentucky region and specifically Fayette
County and contiguous counties.
bluegrass (lowercase) Any of a large genus (Poa) of temperate and arctic forage grasses
found in Central Kentucky and elsewhere.
Blue Grass Stakes Graded race conducted at Keeneland Race Course.
blue hen Lowercase. Used to describe a great broodmare, producer of a number of stakes
winners and whose daughters, granddaughters, and great-granddaughters in turn produced
important winners.
board Short for tote board, on which odds, betting pools, and other information are displayed.
Blue Ribbon Fair Award USTA
board - Lower case unless part of a proper name. (The Ohio State Medical Board voted
against an increase, but the board later reneged on its promise.)
board of directors
boat race Slang for a fixed race.
bobble A bad step away from the starting gate, usually caused by the track surface breaking
away from under a horse’s hooves, causing it to duck its head or nearly go to its knees.
bobblehead doll
bog spavin A filling with excess synovial fluid of the largest joint of the hock, called the
tarsocrual joint.
bolas
bolt Sudden veering from a straight course, usually to the outside rail.
bomb(er) A winning horse sent off at extremely high odds.
bone graft Using bone taken from one part of the body to promote formation of bone in
another region.



bone spavin Arthritis of the hock joint. A bone spavin that has progressed to the point that the
arthritis can be seen externally is called a Jack spavin.

book 1) The group of mares being bred to a stallion in a given year. If a stallion attracts the
maximum number of mares allowed by the farm manager, he has a full book. 2) A term used
to describe a jockey’s riding commitments with his agent. An agent handles a jockey’s book.
book titles — generally italicized

bookie Short for bookmaker.

bookmaker A person who books bets.

Bootmaker

Boots And Saddles Series USTA

Bosal

both - often unnecessary Cowboy Publishing Group

bots

Bottom 1) Stamina in a horse. 2) Subsurface of a racing strip.

bottom line A Thoroughbred’s breeding on the female side, most specifically applied to the
tail-female line listed on the bottom of a standard pedigree diagram.

Bounce A poor race run immediately after a career-best or near-best performance.

bowed tendon A type of tendinitis. The most common injury to the tendon is a strain or bowed
tendon, so named because of the appearance of a bow shape due to swelling. The most
common site of injury is in the superficial flexor tendon between the knee and the ankle.
Despite aggressive treatment with anti-inflammatory drugs, physical therapy, and rest, horses
commonly reinjure the tendon when they return to strenuous training. Two surgeries are felt
to aid horses to come back to racing: tendon splitting at the lesion site to release accumulated
fluid and blood, and superior check ligament desmotomy. The latter surgery is designed to
reduce forces on the tendon when the horse returns to training and racing. In the mid-1990s,
an alternative therapy involving injection of beta-aminopropionitrile fumarate (BAPN-F)
directly into the tendon was refined.

Box 1) A wagering term denoting a combination bet whereby all possible numeric
combinations are covered for certain horses. 2) A disadvantageous position in a race, behind
and between horses.

boxed (in) To be trapped between, behind, or inside of other horses.

brace (or bracer) Rubdown liniment used on a horse after a race or workout.

Brackets 1)Used for parenthetical material that is already inside parentheses. Saratoga Special
winner Tarboosh (sire of Just a Game [Ire], champion turf filly or mare of 1980). 2) Used to
insert editorial note, clarification, or information into a quote or verbatim excerpt to denote
the added material is not part of the original and/or replaces missing words. I saw [Point
Given] on the outside, and he looked strong,” Pat Day said. [Jockey] Tod Sloan returned to
riding this week in England. 3) As an editor’s note: [Editor's Note: The case never went to
court.]

braidwork

bran

brand name

brand new - Something is brand new, but it's a brand-new bike.

break (a horse) 1) To train a young horse to wear a bridle and saddle, carry a rider, and
respond to a rider's commands. Almost always done when the horse is a yearling. 2) To leave
from the starting gate.

breakage In pari-mutuel payoffs, which are rounded down to a nickel or dime, the pennies
that are left over. Breakage may be used for any of a number of purposes. Depending upon a
state’s rules of racing, the money goes to the state, the track, purses, or benevolence
programs.

breakdown When a horse suffers a potentially career-ending injury, usually to the leg. The
horse suffered a breakdown. The horse broke down.

break (or broke) maiden Term describing when a horse or rider wins the first race of its
career. This phrase borders on racetrack jargon and should be avoided.

breast collar

breather Easing off on a horse for a short distance in a race to permit it to conserve or renew
its strength.

bred 1) A horse is considered to have been bred in the state or country of its birth. Secretariat
was a Virginia-bred. 2) The past tense of breed.



breeder Owner of the dam at time of foaling unless the dam was under a lease or foal sharing
arrangement at the time of foaling. In that case, the person(s) specified by the terms of the
agreement is (are) the breeder(s) of the foal.
breed-back rule Restriction imposed in some jurisdictions that for a mare’s offspring to be
eligible for state-bred bonuses, the mare, after foaling, must be bred to a stallion standing in
that state.
breeder/owner USTA
Breeders Crown USTA races

Breeders Crown Open Pace

Breeders Crown Mare Pace

Breeders Crown Open Trot
Breeders’ Cup World Thoroughbred Championships Thoroughbred racing’s yearend
championship consists of races conducted on one day at one of several major North American
racetracks each year. The Breeders’ Cup concept was developed by Lexington breeder John R.
Gaines. The first Breeders’ Cup races were run in 1984 at Hollywood Park in Inglewood,
California. Breeders’ Cup day now comprises eight races totaling $14-million: $2-million
Breeders’ Cup Distaff, for three-year-olds and older, fillies and mares, at 1 1/ 8 miles; $1-
million Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies, for two-year-old fillies at 1 1/ 16miles; $1-million
Breeders’ Cup Mile, for three-year-olds and older at one mile on turf; $1.5-million Breeders’
Cup Sprint, for three-year-olds and older at six furlongs; $1-million Breeders’ Cup Filly and
Mare Turf, for fillies and mares at 1 1/ 4 miles on turf; $1-million Breeders’ Cup Juvenile, for
two-year-olds at 1 1/ 16miles; $2-million Breeders’ Cup Turf, for three-year-olds and older at
1 1/ 2miles on turf; $4-million Breeders’ Cup Classic, for three-year-olds and olderat 1 1/ 4
miles. The Classic was raised to $4-million from $3-million beginning with the 1996 running at
Woodbine racetrack; the Distaff was increased from $1-million to $2-million in 1998; the Mile
and Juvenile were raised from $1-million to $1.5-million for 2003. The Filly and Mare Turf was
added for 1999. The distances of some of the races have been changed over the years,
sometimes due to the configuration of the host track. The Breeders’ Cup Steeplechase was run
from 1986 through ‘93 and resumed in 2000. Breeders’ Cup Ltd. also contributes funds to
existing races, and each of those races has Breeders’ Cup as part of its name, such as the
Gamely Breeders’ Cup Handicap (G1).
Breeders’ Cup USTA
Breeders’ Cup Race names stand alone without the word Stakes following Breeders’ Cup
Sprint; not Breeders’ Cup Sprint Stakes or Sprint alone (but Sprint alone is acceptable on
second reference). Use full name; do not shorten to Cup.
Breeders’ Cup day Annual day of eight championship races.
Breeders’ Cup Ltd. Corporate entity that oversees the Breeders’ Cup program. It is a not-for-
profit organization with its office in Lexington.
Breeders’ Cup preview day Series of races held at Belmont Park in the fall preceding Breeders’
Cup day itself.
Breeders Trust APHA
breeding fund A state fund set up to provide bonuses for state-breds.
breeding right The right to breed one mare per year to a specific stallion. Breeding rights, as
opposed to stallion shares, do not usually come with bonuses (money derived from extra
seasons sold), nor are they assessed expenses.
breeds Capitalize names of horse breeds. 7horoughbred, Arabian, Quarter Horse. For breeds
not listed, capitalize words derived from proper nouns; use lowercase elsewhere, basset
hound, Boston terrier.
Breeding Stock, breeding stock - Capitalized when referring to APHA’s Breeding Stock
registry, lowercase otherwise.
breeze (breezing) Working a horse at a moderate speed, less effort than handily.
bridge jumper A person who wagers large amounts of money, usually on short-priced horses
to show, hoping to realize a small but almost certain profit. The term comes from the structure
these bettors may seek if they lose.
bridle A piece of equipment, usually made of leather or nylon, that fits on a horse’s head;
other equipment, such as a bit and the reins, are attached to it.
bridlepath
bring, take The word bring implies that the travel is in the direction of the writer. Thus, the
sentence, “He plans to bring his horse to Philadelphia Park,” would be correct only if written in



Bensalem, Pennsylvania. The sentence should read, He plans to take his horse to Philadelphia
Park.

British Bloodstock Agency On second reference to British Bloodstock Agency (England) or
British Bloodstock Agency (Ireland), acceptable acronym is BBA, with no periods after each
letter. BBA (Ireland). Always spell out in first reference.

Broke

broken wind Abnormality of the upper or lower respiratory tract causing loss of normal air
exchange, generally resulting in reduced performance.

Bronchodilator A drug that widens the airways in the lungs to improve breathing and to relieve
muscle contraction or buildup of mucus.

Broodmare A mare that has been bred and is used to produce foals.

broodmare sire The maternal sire; the sire of the dam.

Broodmare Sire Index The Broodmare Sire Index is an average of the Racing Index (RI) of all
foals out of the sire’s daughters that started at least three times. For BSI to be calculated, a
broodmare sire must be represented by a minimum of 75 starters lifetime. See Racing Index,
Sire Index.

Broodmare of the Year Initial caps to denote only the Kentucky Thoroughbred Owners and
Breeders Broodmare of the Year. All other state breeders’ organizations’ top broodmares are
lowercase. See Horse of the Year.

bronze medallion -ApHC, lower case

broodmare

browband

brown

brush 1) During a race, two horses who slightly touch each other. 2) Injury that occurs when
one hoof strikes the inside of the opposite limb. 3) A type of obstacle used in brushl) During a
race, two horses who slightly touch each other. 2) Injury that occurs when one hoof strikes
the inside of the opposite limb. 3) A type of obstacle used in steeplechase racing.

buckaroo

buckboard

bucked shins Inflammation of the covering of the bone (periosteum) of the front surface of the
cannon bone to which young horses are particularly susceptible. This is primarily a condition of
the front legs.

buck-kneed

buckskin

Budweiser Beacon Course USTA race

bug See apprentice allowance.

bug boy See apprentice rider.

build-up

bulbs (of the heel) The two areas on either side of the back of the foot, similar to the heel of
the hand.

bullets(e) Used in editorial copy and charts to highlight closely related material. The bullet
should follow either a colon or an ending period. Bulleted items most commonly are separated
by semicolons; the next-to-last item has a word “and.” Initial word of each bulleted item is
capitalized.

bullet (work) The best workout time for a particular distance on a given day at a track.
Derived from the printer’s bullet that precedes the time of the workout in listings. Also known
as a black-letter work in some parts of the country.

bullhide

bull rider

bullring A small racetrack, usually less than one mile in circumference. burn(ed) See run
down. Commonly used in the term burned heels.

bunkhouse

bursa A sac containing synovial fluid (a natural lubricant). The purpose is to pad or cushion
and thus facilitate motion between soft tissue and bone, most commonly where tendons pass
over bones.

bursitis Inflammation in a bursa that results in swelling due to accumulation of synovial fluid.
Capped elbow is inflammation of the bursa over the point of elbow (olecranon process of the
ulna). Capped hock is inflammation of the bursa over the point of the hock (tuber calcis).
bus, bused, busing



businessman, businesswoman, business people

Bute Short for generic phenylbutazone, a nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory medication that is
legal in many racing jurisdictions. Often known by the trade names Butazolidinand Butazone.
Butazolidin Proper noun, as is Bute; lowercase phenylbutazone.

buy-back A horse put through a public auction that fails to reach a minimum (reserve) price
set by the consignor and so was retained. The consignor must pay a fee to the auction
company based on a percentage of the reserve to cover the auction company’s marketing,
advertising, and other costs. A synonym for reserve not attained (RNA). See bid in, reserve
not attained, RNA.

buzzword

B.V.M.S. Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery.

B.V.Sc. Bachelor of Veterinary Science.

by, sired by - (stallion or stallion’s name) out of (mare or mare’s name)

bylaws - OQHA Bylaws are capitalized because it refers to an official document. On generic or
second references, lowercase. (The society altered its bylaws as ordered.)

byproduct

c

C.K.G. Billings Amateur Driving Championship Series USTA

CRI - Concours de Reining International, International Reining Competition

CRI-A - Category A has guaranteed prize money of CHF 15,000 or more ($10,00 USD)
CRI-B - Category B has guranteed prize money of CHF 14,999 or less

CRIO - Concours de Reining International Official International Team and Individual Reining
Competition

Cadre Noir - Dressage Today

cakewalk

Racing at Cal-Expo, not Cal-Expo USTA

California Sire Stakes USTA race

calk A projection on the heels of a horseshoe, similar to a cleat, on the rear shoes of a horse
to prevent slipping, especially on a wet track. Also known as a sticker. (Calk is preferred
spelling over caulk.)

(race) call Running position of horses in a race at various points.

camaraderie

Camas Prairie stump race - ApHC, capitalize name, not event.

campfire

campsite

camouflage

Canada Canadian provinces and territories are Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, New
Brunswick, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Quebec,
Saskatchewan, Northwest Territories, Yukon Territory, and Nunavut Territory (eastern
Canadian Arctic). With the exception of Nunavut, whose government was formed in 1999 and
whose population is 85% Inuit, the Canadian provinces are well-known to our readers.
Therefore, it is neither necessary nor desirable to use the word Canada when identifying a
Canadian province. Correct usage: David S. Willmot is a leading Ontario breeder. The track is
located in Saskatchewan.

Canadian graded stakes Effective in 1999, Canada left the North American Graded Stakes
Committee (thereafter the American Graded Stakes Committee) and began to assign its own
stakes gradings. Graded stakes in 1998 and earlier do not carry a country designation, such as
the 1997 Canadian International Stakes (G1). Canadian graded races in 1999 and thereafter
require a country designation. 2000 E. P. Taylor Stakes (Can-G1).

cancelled

cannon bone The third metacarpal (front leg) or metatarsal (rear leg), also referred to as the
shin bone. The largest bone between the knee and ankle joints.

canter

canter depart Dressage Today

capillary refill time The amount of time it takes for blood to return to capillaries after it has
been forced out, normally two seconds; usually assessed by pressing the thumb against the



horse’s gums. When the pressure is removed, the gum looks white but the normal pink color

returns as blood flows into the capillaries.

capital City where the seat of government is located. See capitol. Capitol

capitalization In general, avoid unnecessary capitalization. Use a capital letter only under the

following guidelines. Also refer to other sections, such as Thoroughbred names, to find other

rules governing capitalization.
NAMES: Capitalization of names should follow the use of preference of the person. In
general, foreign articles are lowercase when used with a foreign name, initials, or title.
Allaire duPont, Charles de Gaulle, Gen. de Gaulle.Capitalize only at the start of a sentence.
De Kwiatkowski bought Calumet Farm. Capitalize names of familial relationships only when
used as a proper noun. Joe cried when Dad died. My dad was a horseplayer. Capitalize
trade names and trademark names. Xerox. Capitalize names of races. Caucasian, Native
American. Both black and AfricanAmerican are acceptable for those of African descent.
Capitalize common nouns as part of formal names. Hoover Dam, Missouri River, Bourbon
County Courthouse, Empire State Building, Blue Room, Wall Street, Hollywood Boulevard.
PERSONAL TITLES: Uppercase titles when they precede a name (but not descriptions such
as trainer, foreman, defense attorney, or farm manager). Lowercase after the name.
President Joe De Francis,but Joe De Francis, president. Lowercase titles standing alone or
following a name. Exception—The incumbent President of the United States is always
capitalized. Uppercase titles of authority before name, but lowercase standing alone or
following a name. Ambassador John Jones, but Jones, ambassador; the ambassador.
Lowercase occupational or false titles, such as day laborer John Jones, assistant trainer Bill
Wills, defense attorney Dick Smith. Steward is treated as a title.
TITLES: Capitalize full titles. New York State Racing and Wagering Board. Lowercase
wagering board, commission, etc., standing alone. Capitalize titles of books, plays, hymns,
poems, songs, etc., and either italicize or place in quotation marks. See italics, quotation
marks, titles.
GENERAL: Capitalize first word of a quotation making a complete sentence after a comma
or colon. Franklin said, “A penny saved is a penny earned.” Capitalize U.S. Congress,
Senate, House, Legislature, or Cabinet with or without a state name if a specific reference
is clear. The Kansas Legislature. Lowercase legislature in all generic and plural references.
No legislature has approved the amendment.See legislature. Capitalize committee in full
names. Senate Judiciary Committee, House Ways and Means Committee. Lowercase
subcommittee in titles and standing alone, also committee standing alone.
HORSE RACING: Capitalize the word grade when referring to a specific grade or group of
race. The Grade 1 Secretariat, the Group 1 Dewhurst Stakes. The letter is "G” in grades
which follow race names is always capitalized. Examples: (G1), (G2), (G3), (Eng-G1), etc.
Capitalize breeds of horses. Thoroughbred, Arabian, Standardbred, Quarter Horse.
Capitalize Turf as an adjective or noun referring to Thoroughbred racing in general.
POLITICAL: Capitalize ideological or political areas. Russia, North Korea, the United Arab
Emirates, Dubai. Capitalize political parties and members. Democrat, Democratic Party,
Republican Party. Lowercase democratic form of government, republican system,
socialism, Capitalize political parties and members. Democrat, Democratic Party,
Republican Party. Lowercase democratic form of government, republican system,
socialism, communism, etc.
RELIGIOUS: Capitalize Deity and He, His, Him denoting Deity, but not who, whose, whom.
In most cases, these references should be limited to direct quotations. Many religious
denominations have adopted gender-neutral liturgy that does not contain references to
God as He or Him. Capitalize Satan and Hades but not devil and hell.
See breeds, graded race, group race, Northern Hemisphere, organizations, regions,
Thoroughbred names, Turf, Southern Hemisphere.

capitol Building that houses the seat of government. See capital.

capped elbow Inflammation of the bursa over the point of the elbow. Also known as a shoe

boil. See bursitis.

capped hock Inflammation of the bursa over the point of the hock. See bursitis.

carpus A joint in the horse’s front leg, more commonly referred to as the knee.

carry-over (n. and adj.)



Caslick’s Procedure known as Caslick’s repair, developed by E. A. Caslick, D.V.M., in the late
1920s and commonly used in broodmares. Veterinarian sutures the top part of a mare’s vulvar
lips together to prevent fecal matter from being sucked into the vulva.

cast A horse positioned on its side or back and wedged against a wall in such a way that it
cannot get up.

castoff

CAT scan

catalog, cataloged, cataloging Not catalogue.

Catch-22

catch-driver USTA

catch phrase

catchword, catchwords

cattleman

cavalletti, cavaletti - varies by publication

caudal Toward the tail.

caulks

cavesson

CDI/CDI-W - Dressage Today

CD-ROM Abbreviation for compact disc, read only memory.

CEM Acceptable abbreviation for contagious equine metritis on second reference. See
contagious equine metritis.

cell phone

center As a verb, does not take the preposition around. The negotiations centered on the
division of simulcast income.

center of distribution (CD) A formula derived from the dosage profile and a similar attempt to
quantify speed and stamina. Abbreviate as CD on second reference. Center of distribution is a
calculation derived from the dosageprofile. Theoretically, as with Dosage Index (DI), the
higher the CD, the lower a horse’s distance potential. Average CD in this country is +.70.
Apple Tree (Fr)—winner of three 1 1/ 2-mile Grade/Group 1 events in three countries in 1993-
‘94—has a CD of -.20. Man o’ War apparently could have run all day and into the night with a
-1.17 CD. Conversely, Secretariat’s CD of +.90 was above average—yet he was arguably the
most eminently capable runner at up to 1 1/ 2 miles that this country has seen in decades. As
with almost any man-made, theoretical tool, caution must be taken. The late author/breeder
Abram Hewitt, who embraced dosage, issued a warning years ago when he wrote, "By
definition, dosage studies are restricted to ‘chefs-de-race,” and all other mares and sires are
excluded from consideration. Some of these exclusions may play an important part in the
inheritance of an animal ... and excluding them could prove in some cases misleading. To this
extent, handling dosage becomes as much an art as it does a science.” See Dosage Index,
Dosage Profile.

centerline

century Lowercase, spelling out numbers less than 11. the first century, the 20th century. For
proper names, follow organization’s practice. 20th Century Fox, Twentieth Century Fund.

CEO

chair, chaired This is a back formation—a noun being turned into a verb—and should not be
used. Also, the individual heading a committee or organization is not the chair.

chalk Wagering favorite in a race. Term dates from the days when on-track bookmakers would
write current odds on a chalkboard.

chalkplayer Bettor who wagers on favorites.

Challenge of Champions driving tournament at Freehold Raceway USTA

championship, title — use of both is redundant. Specific titles are capitalized, World
Championship, lower case if general usage. Cowboy Publishing Group

Champion Horse or individual determined to be the outstanding performer in his or her
division in a specific year. In the United States, champions are determined by voting in the
Eclipse Awards balloting. Highweights in Europe are not called champions. See Eclipse Award,
highweights.

Foreign champions: Equineline carries champions from foreign countries according to
information received from racing authorities in those countries. It is THOROUGHBRED TIMES
policy to accept all of those champions as valid. However, when detailing the record of a sire
or dam, not all foreign champions are created equal, since the class of racing in, for example,



Barbados, is not on the same level as in England, for example. Therefore, it is not appropriate
to list champions in those countries ahead of graded stakes winners in North America or other
major racing countries. It is impossible to lay out hard and fast rules, but here are some
guidelines for these situations. Please see the list below of major racing countries. List major
racing country champions first. Within champions, U.S. champions come first. Within U.S.
champions (or other country’s champions as well), Horse of the Year outranks other
championships. Grade/Group 1 winners come next, followed by other graded stakes winners.
Rank by money within grades. Finally non-graded winners ranked by money. Remember that
Equineline printouts by stakes rules do not correctly reflect International Cataloging Standards
rules for all countries. For example, very few of the Japanese races listed as group races on
Equineline printouts should be carried as group races in THOROUGHBRED TIMES. Only
group/graded races from countries in the “white pages” of Cataloging Standards carry that
designation, except for a very small number from “blue pages” countries (such as the Japan
Cup [Jpn-G1]) collected on a single page near the end of the white pages section. Major
racing countries: United States, Canada, England, Ireland, France, Germany, Italy, Australia,
New Zealand, Argentina, Brazil, South Africa

Chart A statistical picture of a race (from which past performances are compiled) showing the
position and margin of each horse at designated points of call (depending on the distance of
the race), as well as the horses’ age, weight carried, owner, trainer, jockey, and the race’s
purse, conditions, payoff prices, odds, time, and other data. Before 1991, all charts were
compiled by Daily Racing Form. From 1991 to ‘98, charts were compiled by both Daily Racing
Formand Equibase; since mid-1998, charts have been compiled exclusively by Equibase.
chaps

Charolais

chartcaller

check(ed) When a jockey slows a horse due to other horses impeding its progress.

check list

checkrein

Chef d’'Equipe

chef-de-race Italicized. A list of superior sires used in the dosage formula. Pronounced “chef
de RAH.” Plural: chefs-de-race.

cheekpiece - Dressage Today

chestnut 1) A horse color that may vary from a red-yellow to golden-yellow. The mane, tail,
and legs are usually variations of coat color, except where white markings are present. 2)
Horny, irregular growths found on the inside of the legs. On the forelegs, they are just above
the knees. On the hind legs, they are just below the hocks. No two horses have been found to
have the same chestnuts, and so chestnuts may be used for identification. Also called night
eyes

chinks

chiropractic The use of bone alignment to treat specific or general health problems. choking
down See dorsal displacement of the soft palate.

chondroitin

chronic obstructive pulmonary disease Commonly known as COPD, a hyperallergenic response
of the respiratory system that involves damage to the lung tissue, similar in many ways to
human asthma. Affected horses may cough, develop a nasal discharge, and have a reduced
tolerance for exercise. Respiratory rate is increased and lung elasticity is diminished.

chronic osselet Permanent buildup of synovial fluid in a joint, characterized by inflammation
and thickening of the joint capsule over the damaged area. Usually accompanied by changes
in the bone and cartilage. See arthritis.

chuck wagon (noun)

chuck-wagon (verb)

chute Extension of backstretch or homestretch to permit a straight start in a race as opposed
to starting on or near a turn.

cinch

ciphers See numerals.

city Capitalize as part of a proper name. New York City, Kansas City. Lowercase elsewhere. A
Texas city, the city of Boston. Our style on cities should follow that of the Associated Press,
which states that large cities can stand on their own, without a state identification. Here are
some cities with racetracks or with racetracks nearby that do not require state or province



designations: Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dallas, Denver, Detroit,
Houston, Indianapolis, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Miami, Minneapolis, New Orleans, New York,
Oklahoma City, Philadelphia, Phoenix, San Antonio, San Diego, San Francisco, Seattle, and
Washington. Three other cities, Lexington, Louisville, and Ocala, are so well known within the
industry that they are used without state designations. Among foreign cities that are used
without a country are: Hong Kong, London, Paris, Mexico City, Montreal, Moscow, Panama
City, Tokyo, and Toronto.
citywide
claim This verb is frequently misused. To claim is to assert a right, title, or possession. The
handicapper returned to his native Italy to claim his ancestral property. It does not mean to
make an assertion, as in He claimed that the opposing trainer had acted improperly. Assert or
contend should be used. He contended that the unscrupulous owner had deceived him.
However, it is perfectly acceptable to say, The jockey claimed foul after the front-runner’s
rider almost put him over the inside rail. The phrase “claimed foul” is by now deeply engrained
in the language.
Claiming Process by which a licensed person may purchase a horse entered in a designated
race for a predetermined price. When a horse has been claimed, its new owner assumes title
after the starting gate opens although the former owner is entitled to all purse money earned
in that race. Sometimes called halter or haltered, for the act of putting a new halter on a
claimed horse so that it can be led back to its new barn. He haltered the colt for $25,000.
However, halter as a verb is racing journalese and should be avoided.
claiming box, claims box Box in which claims are deposited before the race.
claiming race A race in which each horse entered is eligible to be purchased at a set price.
Claims must be made before the race and only by licensed owners or their agents who have a
horse registered to race at that meeting or who have received a claim certificate from the
stewards. A claiming race in which there is an option to have horses entered to be claimed for
a stated price or not eligible to be claimed is an optional claiming race.
Class Designation of track licenses in Texas. Lone Star Park has a Class I license. Use Roman
numeral in this usage.
Class Rates Always capitalized. Developed by THOROUGHBRED TIMES, it is a statistical
measurement of how all horses rate against one another. The rate, based on a scale of 126
pounds as the starting point for top horses, takes into account weight, age and sex
allowances, distance, and beaten lengths in evaluating all runners.
classes in horse show class designations, junior and senior are not abbreviated. In editorial
text, class abbreviations are not used. Lower case unless part of a title. Paint Horse Journal
classic 1) A race of traditional importance. 2) Used to describe a distance. The American
classic distance is 1 1/ 4miles on dirt. The European classic distance is 1 1/ 2miles on turf.
THOROUGHBRED TIMES
The Classic Series (USTA races)

The Trotting Classic open trotters

The Pacing Classic open pacers

The Classic Oaks trotting mares

The Classic Distaff pacing mares
clenbuterol A bronchodilator used for respiratory ailments. Scheduled as a Class 3 substance
by the Association of Racing Commissioners International, it led to several positive tests in the
late 1990s. Trace levels were permitted for the drug beginning in 2002 in some states, notably
California.
clerk of scales An official whose chief duty is to weigh the riders before and after a race to
ensure proper weight is or was carried.
climbing When a horse lifts its front legs abnormally high as it gallops, causing it to run
inefficiently.
clocker Individual who times workouts and races.
closed knees A condition when the cartilaginous growth plate above the knee (distal radial
physis) has turned to bone. Indicates completion of long bone growth and is one sign of
maturity.
closer A horse that runs best in the latter part of the race, coming from off the pace. close-up
(n. and adj.)
Club championship - ApHC, upper case



clubhouse turn Generally, the turn on a racing oval that is closest to the clubhouse facility;
usually the first turn after the finish line.

co- Retain the hyphen when forming nouns, adjectives, and verbs that indicate occupation and
status. co-author, co-chairman, co-champion, co-host, co-owner, co-partner, co-pilot, co-
respondent, co-star, co-worker.Use no hyphen in other combinations. coed, coeducation,
coequal, coexist. See prefixes and suffixes.

co-champion

coffin bone The third phalanx (P3). The major bone within the confines of the hoof. Also called
the pedal bone.

Coggins test A test using antigens or antibodies to diagnose equine infectious anemia. colic
Often used broadly to describe abdominal pain, it is the leading cause of death among horses.
Its causes include: obstruction in the large colon; a twist in the intestine that shuts off the
food passageway and blocks the blood supply; or gastric ulcers.

colitis-X

collectives These are nouns that appear to be singular but very often take plural verbs. Two of
the most commonly used collectives are total and humber. Whether to use a singular or plural
verb with them can be resolved with a simple rule—If the article a precedes the word, use a
plural verb; if the precedes the noun, use a singular verb. A total of 237 yearlings were
entered for the sale. The number of fatal breakdowns at the track has declined in 1999. In
general, if the sense of the word conveys a sense of oneness, use a singular verb; when a
larger number is inherent in the word, use a plural verb. For instance, when majority implies
most of a group, a plural verb is acceptable. Couple takes a plural verb. The couple were
enthralled with racing.

Coaching Club Trotting Oaks USTA race

coattails

coffin bone

Coggins test

coldblood

cold-water wraps

colic

collected

colon Precedes the final clause summarizing prior matter; introduces listings, statements, and
texts; marks discontinuity, and takes the place of an implied for instance. The guestion came
up: What does he want to do? States and funds allotted were: Alabama, $6,000; Arizona,
$4,000. Generally, the word following the colon will be capitalized when the material that
follows is a complete sentence. Also used in clock time, 8:15 p.m., and in race times denoting
whole seconds less than one minute, 2:02.22. Used in Bible and legal citations. Matthew 2:14,
Missouri Statutes 3:245-260.

Colors See silks.

color-bearer (n.)

colors (horse) Colors accepted by the Jockey Club are bay, black, chestnut, dark bay or brown,
gray/roan, and white. In 1996, the Jockey Club started combining gray and roan, which had
been separate colors previously. See bay, black, chestnut, dark bay or brown, gray or roan,
white.

colt An ungelded (entire) male horse four years old or younger.

Colostrums

come-from-behind (adj.)

coming 2-year-old

comma Separates words or figures. What the solution is, is a question. August 1, 1982.
$1,234,567. Separates items in a series. The woman was short, slender, blonde, and old.
Style is to retain the comma before the words andand orin lists. Used to set off dates,
addresses, and geographical locations. The letter was dated June 20, 1978. He lived at 21
Baker St., Elyria, Ohio, for 20 years. A final comma is also necessary to separate the phrase
from the rest of the sentence. Used to separate independent clauses within a sentence. Fish
abounded in the lake, and the shore was lined with deer. Dependent clauses do not require a
comma. He climbed to the top of the hill and looked out over the ocean. Used to set off
attribution. The work, he said, is exacting. According to trainer Ron McAnally, John Henry will
be back in a month. Used to separate words or phrases in apposition. Cigar, the favorite, won



handily. Not used before Jr. and Sr. in names. John L. Jones Jr. Not used between a month
and a year. December 2000. Not used before Inc. or Ltd. in company names. See Inc., Ltd.
Commingle Combining mutuel pools from off-track sites with the host track.

comminuted (fracture) A fracture with more than two fragments.

commitment

company Class of horses in a race or the class of horses a runner usually keeps. He last ran in
stakes company.

comparable index (CI) Indicates the average earnings of progeny produced from mares bred
to one sire when these same mares are bred to other sires. A CI of 1.00 is considered
average, 2.00 is twice the average, and 0.50 half the average.

compare with, compare to In most cases, the correct choice will be compared with. Profits
were $2.2-million, compared with a $1.1-million loss in the prior year. Here is a relatively
reliable rule of thumb. If the situation is a real-life comparison, such as earnings figures, use
compared with. In hypothetical or figurative comparisons, use compared to. Compared to
Secretariat, he was not much of a runner.

compound (fracture)A fracture in which the damaged bone breaks through the skin. Also
known as an open fracture.

comprise This verb is frequently misused. Four races will comprise the competition. The
correct sentence would be: The competition will comprise four races. To use comprise
correctly, remember that the whole comprises the parts. In most cases, the passive voice “is
comprised of” is unnecessary and should be avoided.

committee - Uppercase as part of a formal name (The House Select Committee on Health
Reform) but lowercase on second or generic references: (The committee decided Tuesday to. .
)

compliment/complement - Compliment is kind oral or written statement; complement means
a unit or fitting well with another object/person/place, etc.

compose/comprise — A group is composed of its members, but members comprise (make up)
the group.

concho

condition book(s) A series of booklets issued by a track’s racing secretary setting forth
conditions of races to be run at that track.

conditioner 1) A trainer. 2) A workout or race to enable a horse to attain fitness. Both of these
uses are racing journalese and are best avoided.

conditions The requirements of a particular race. This may include age, sex, money or races
won, weight carried, and the distance of the race.

condylar (fracture) A fracture in the lower knobby end (condyle) of the lower (distal) end of a
long bone such as the cannon bone or humerus (upper front limb).

conformation The physical makeup and bodily proportions of a horse—how it is put together.
congenital Present at birth.

Congress Capitalize U.S. Congress and Congress when referring to the U.S. Senate and House
of Representatives. Lowercase when used as a synonym for convention or in second reference
to an organization that uses the word as part of its formal name.

Congressman - Do not use as a title before a person’s name. Use U.S. Rep. or U.S. Sen. Or
congressional delegation when referring to the group. Senators and representatives who serve
in the state legislature are not part of the congressional delegation. “Congressional” refers to
Washington only. Members of the state legislature are referred to as state Rep. Jones or state
Sen. Smith. SEE REP/SEN.

Connections Persons identified with a horse, such as owner, trainer, rider, and stable
employees. This also is racing journalese and is best avoided.

Consensus Should not be followed by “of opinion.” Opinion is an integral part of consensus.
consolation double A payoff to holders of daily double tickets combining the winning horse in
the first race of the double with a scratched horse in the second.

Constitution Capitalize when referring to the U.S. Constitution, with or without the U.S.
modifier.

contagious equine metritis A venereal disease. Mares may have a profuse vaginal discharge.
No symptoms may be obvious in stallions. Spelled out on first reference. Abbreviate as CEM
on second reference.

contentious Means quarrelsome. Most races are not quarrelsome; they are competitive or
hard fought, as the race’s circumstances will dictate. One of the very few contentious races



was the famous Fighting Finish of the 1933 Kentucky Derby between Brokers Tip and Head
Play.

continuous, continual Continuous means all the time, without interruption. The music played
continuously. Continual means a steady repetition. The owner made continual payments to
keep his two-year-old colt eligible for the futurity.

contractions Style varies by publication regarding use.

cooling out Restoring a horse to normal body temperature, usually by walking, after it has
become overheated during exercise or racing. All horses that are exercised and raced are
cooled out. See hot-walk.

corn An irritation on the sole of the foot, toward the heel. As in a human, the result of
pressure from the shoe.

corp. See corporation.

corporation Abbreviate Corp. when a company or agency uses it as part of its formal name.
Spell out and lowercase when it stands alone. New York City Off-Track Betting Corp. See
abbreviations.

coronary band Where the hair meets the hoof. Also called the coronet.

coronet See coronary band. conformation

Congressional

Coors Delvin Miller Adios USTA race

coronet

corticosteroids Hormones (class of steroid) that are either naturally produced by the adrenal
gland or man-made. They function as anti-inflammatory hormones or as hormones that
regulate the chemical stability (homeostasis) of the body. One common misconception is that
a horse receiving corticosteroids experiences an increase in its natural abilities and therefore
has an unfair advantage.

cosponsor

cost-effective

cough To expel air from the lungs in a spasmodic manner. Can be a result of inflammation or
irritation to the upper airways (pharynx, larynx, or trachea) or may involve the lower airways
of the lungs (deep cough).

Council - Uppercase if part of an official title. Lowercase in second or generic reference.
councilor/counselor — A councilor is a member of a council. A counselor offers advice,
particularly on legal matters.

counter canter

country codes Use on first reference only. All horses imported after January 1, 1977, use
country codes; before that date they require asterisks (*), known as import or “imp” marks on
every reference, including headlines, subheads, and cutlines. All horses imported into the U.S.,
Canada, or Puerto Rico receive a country code and drop the “=" sign preceding their names.
This includes horses imported for racing or breeding purposes. Occasionally, an “$” will
precede a horse’s name; these horses were allowed in the country on a 30-day racing permit,
and the “$” should be deleted. Equineline is source. Country codes are not used in headlines,
subheads, cutlines, or table of contents. Used in cutlines only in a standalone when it is the
only reference being made to that horse on that page.

Afr Africa Alg Algeria Ant Antigua

Ara Arabia (old foals only) Arg Argentina Aus Australia

Aut Austria Baa Bahamas Bah Bahrain

Bar Barbados Bel Belgium Ber Bermuda

Bol Bolivia Brz Brazil Brg British Guyana
Bwi British West Indies Bul Bulgaria Bur Burma

Can Canada Cey Ceylon Chi Chile

Chn China Col Colombia Cr Costa Rica

Cub Cuba Cyp Cyprus Cze Czech Republic
Den Denmark Dr Dominican Republic Dub Dubai

Eaf East Africa Gdr East Germany Ecu Ecuador

Egy Egypt Els El Salvador Eng England

E/I England/Ireland Eur Europe Fin Finland

Sea Foaled at sea Fr France Ger Germany

Gha Ghana Gib Gibraltar Gc Gold Coast

GB Great Britain Gr Greece Gua Guatemala



Hol Holland

HK Hong Kong

Hun Hungary

Ind India Ndo Indonesia Ira Iran

Ire Ireland Isl Israel Ity Italy

Jam Jamaica Jpn Japan Jor Jordan

Ken Kenya Rok Korea Kor Korea

Kuw Kuwait Leb Lebanon Lib Libya

Lux Luxembourg Mac Macao Mal Malaysia

Mta Malta Mau Mauritius Mex Mexico

Mor Morocco NZ New Zealand Nic Nicaragua

Nor Norway Nex Not Sent Pak Pakistan

Pan Panama Par Paraguay Per Peru

Phi Philippines Pol Poland Por Portugal

P.R. Puerto Rico Qtr Qatar Rho Rhodesia
Rom Romania Ru Russia Rus Russia

Sar Sarawak Srb Saudi Arabia KSA Saudia Arabia
Sca Scandanavia Sco Scotland Sen Senegal

Sia Siam Sin Singapore Slo Slovak Republic SAf
South Africa Sam South America Srh South Rhodesia
Su Soviet Union Spa Spain Sud Sudan

Swe Sweden Swi Switzerland Tai Taiwan

Thi Thailand Tri Trinidad and Tobago Tun Tunisia

Tur Turkey Ukr Ukraine UAE United Arab
Emirates USA United States Uru Uruguay Ven Venezuela

Vi Virgin Islands Wal Wales Win West Indies
Yug Yugoslavia Zim Zimbabwe

counter flexion

counterbalance

countryside

county Capitalize when an integral part of a name. Suffolk County, Nassau County. Capitalize
if it is an integral part of a specific body’s name even without the proper noun. the County
Commission, the County Legislature.

coupled (entry) Two or more horses running as an entry in a single betting unit. See entry.
country-western

county-fair harness racing

course pattern

cover A single breeding of a stallion to a mare. He will cover 70 mares this year. She was
impregnated on only one cover.

cowboss

cowgirl

cow hocks, cow-hocked Abnormal conformation in which the points of the hocks turn in.
cowman

cow dog

cowhand

cowhide

cow horse

cowy

cracked hoof A vertical split of the hoof wall. Cracks may extend upward from the bearing
surface of the wall or downward from the coronary band, as the result of a defect in the band.
Varying in degrees of severity, cracks can result from injuries or concussion. Hooves that are
dry or thin (shelly) or improperly shod are susceptible to cracking upon concussion. Corrective
trimming and shoeing may remedy mild cracks, but in severe cases, when the crack extends
inward to the sensitive laminae, more extensive treatment is required, such as using screws
and wires to stabilize the sides of the crack.

cranial Toward the head.

creep feeder A feeding device designed to allow a foal to eat but keeps its dam out. Otherwise,
the mare might eat the foal’s food.

cremello

cribbing, cribber A horse that clings to objects with its teeth and sucks air into its stomach.
Also known as a wind sucker.



crisscross

crop 1) The number of foals by a sire in a given year. 2) All horses collectively born in the
same year. It was an average crop of three-year-olds. 3) A jockey’s whip.

cropout

crossbreed, crossbred cross-breed varies by publication

crossfiring

cross-rail

cross-ties, cross-tying, cross-tied, crosstied, crossties varies by publication

cross-training

croup

Cryptorchid A unilateral cryptorchid is a male horse of any age that has one testicle
undescended. A bilateral cryptorchid is a male horse of any age that has both tes ticles
undescended. The Jockey Club defines cryptorchid as a male horse of any age that has both
testicles undescended. See ridgling, monorchid. ticles undescended.

cup 1) Refers to the irregular occlusal surface of the tooth (the surfaces that meet when a
horse closes its mouth) and is used as a visual method of determining age in a horse. 2)
Trophy awarded to winning horse owners, usually in a stakes race.

cup horse A term once used to describe horses competing at the highest level of the sport in
races at a distance.

cuppy (track) A drying and loose racing surface that breaks away under a horse’s hooves.
curb A thickening of the plantar ligament of the hock.

Curragh, the Racecourse in Ireland.

Currier & Ives USTA race

Currier & Ives Filly Division USTA race

cushion Top portion of a racetrack.

custom-made

cut down Horse suffering injuries from being struck by the shoes of another horse. Or, due to
a faulty stride, a horse may cut itself down.

Cutlines style varies by publication

cut off (v.)

cutoff (n. and adj.)

USTA “Cyber Circuit”

cyber-friend

cycle breeding, cycle-bred, double cycle-bred

D

D-ring snaffle, D-ring on saddle
DMSO, dimethylsulfoxide
DNA, deoxyribonucleic acid
DNA genotyping
DNCFR, Dodge National Circuit Finals Rodeo
D.V.M.
Dacron
Dad (your dad)
dad (dads in general)
daily double Type of wager calling for the selection of winners of two consecutive races,
usually the first and second.
Daily Racing Form A daily newspaper containing news, past-performance data, and
handicapping information. Founded in 1895, it is the successor of the Morning Telegraph. The
Morning Telegraph was founded in 1833 and was closed during a strike by printers in 1972.
dam The female parent of a foal. dam’s sire (broodmare sire) The sire of a broodmare. Used
in reference to the maternal grandsire of a foal.
Dan Patch Invitational USTA race
Dancer Memorials USTA races
Harold R. Dancer Memorial Trot 2-year-old trot
Harold R. Dancer Memorial Trot Filly Division 2-year-old filly trot
James B. Dancer Memorial Stake 3-year-old pace
Helen Dancer Memorial 3-year-old filly pace



dark A day when there is no racing. There is no racing on a dark day. The track is dark on
Mondays and Tuesdays.

dark bay or brown A horse color that ranges from brown with areas of tan on the shoulders,
head, and flanks, to a dark brown, with tan areas seen only in the flanks, muzzle, or both. The
mane, tail, and lower portions of the legs are always black unless white markings are present.
See colors.

dark horse Probably a good horse whose full potential is unknown before a race.

dashes Indicates a sudden change in a sentence. He contended—no one denied it—that he had
priority. Can be used instead of parentheses in cases. If that man should gain contro/l—God
forbid!—our troubles will have only begun. The monarch—shall we call him a knave or a
fool?>—approved it. When a dash is used, there is no space on either side of it and two
hyphens are used (—), which are converted into an em dash in typesetting.

dash winner, dash-winning USTA

data Plural noun, but used with a singular verb.

database

data processing

dates Are spelled out on first reference, though years may be abbreviated after first reference.
May 21, 1996; May of '96; 1985, then’85. Always use Arabic numbers for the actual date, and
do not use -st, -rd, or -th. A comma separates day from year in a specific date reference.
December 22, 1998. A comma does not separate month from year in a more general
reference. He began his riding career in May 1975 at Prescott Downs. See abbreviations—
years.

day Generally, day is not capitalized. Kentucky Derby day. An exception is when the word is a
part of the title of an event. Kentucky Cup Day of Champions, Louisiana Champions Day.
daylight saving time Eastern Daylight Time, Pacific Daylight Time. Not savings. Clock is
advanced one hour in most areas of the United States from the first Sunday in April to the last
Sunday in October.

daylong

daytime

dead heat (n.) Two or more horses finishing a race in a tie. See DH.

dead-heat (adj.) Cannot be used as a verb.

dead track Racing surface lacking resiliency.

Decades Use Arabic figures to indicate decades in history. Use an apostrophe to indicate
numerals left out; show plural by adding the letter “s.”"the 1890s, the '90s, the Gay '90s, the
mid-1930s.

decision-maker

declared In the United States, a horse withdrawn from a stakes race in advance of scratch
time. In Europe, a horse confirmed to start in a race.

deejay (D.J.)

deep flexor tendon Present in all four legs, but injuries most commonly affect the front legs.
Located on the back (posterior) of the front leg between the knee and the foot and between
the hock and the foot on the rear leg. The function is to flex the digit (pastern) and knee
(carpus) and to extend the elbow on the front leg and extend the hock on the rear leg.
Functions in tandem with the superficial flexor tendon.

deep-sea fishing

deep stretch A position very close to the finish line in a race. de Gaulle, de Kwiatkowski, etc.
Foreign articles are lower case, except at the start of a sentence. See capitalization, names.
degenerative joint disease (DJD) Any joint problem that has progressive degeneration of joint
cartilage and the underlying (subchondral) bone. Occurs most frequently in the joints below
the radius in the foreleg and femur in the hind leg. Some of the more common causes include
repeated trauma, conformation faults, blood disease, traumatic joint injury, subchondral bone
defects osteochronditis dissecans (OCD) lesions, and excessive intra-articular corticosteroid
injections. Also known as osteoarthritis or as developmental orthopedic disease (DOD).

deja vu

Delvin Miller Memorial — USTA race

department/division — Uppercase when part of a proper name, lowercase on second reference.
Depression Capitalize the Depression and the Great Depression only when referring to the
worldwide economic downturn generally regarded as having begun with the stock market
collapse on October 28-29, 1929.



Derby A stakes event for three-year-olds, deriving its name from Lord Derby.

Derby Stakes The Derby in England is Epsom Derby, not English Derby.

Derbys More than one Derby.

derring-do

descendant Preferred over descendent.

despite the fact that Make it although.

deworming. dewormer, not worming or wormer

deutsche mark

desmitis Inflammation of a ligament. Often a result of tearing of any number of ligament
fibrils. deworming The use of drugs (anthelmintics) to kill internal parasites, often performed
by oral paste or by passing a nasogastric tube into the horse’s stomach.

DH Abbreviation for dead heat, though always spelled out in editorial. Abbreviation, all caps, is
only used in stakes shells.

dictionaries For words not contained in this stylebook, the dictionary of reference is Webster’s
New World Dictionary, Fourth College Edition. For words not contained in Webster’s New World
Dictionary or in this stylebook, refer to Webster’s Third New International Dictionary. die-hard
(n. and adj.)

different In almost every case, it will take the preposition from. “Different than” is generally
regarded to be colloquial.

digestible energy The amount of energy a horse is able to digest from its feed.

digital The part of the limb below the ankle (fetlock) joint. Includes the long and short pastern
bones and the coffin bone.

digital c